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For guidance on managing
construction health risks go to

www.hse.gov.uk/construction

Redistributed under licence from HAE by Banner Plant Limited. Licence expires on 31/05/20:

Using the Mini Excavator

1. Be aware of your work environment at all times. Do not assume that other persons or obstacles will

move out of the way.
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with the excavator.

. Stay within the cab until parked up properly. Do not lean out to move obstacles or give assistance.

. Avoid hazardous areas such as soft or frozen ground, trenches or overhead obstacles.

. Be careful on slopes — avoid turning on them if possible.

. Ifthere is any possibility of a power cable or gas pipe in the area where digging is to occur, do not dig

6. Use a cable avoidance tool to locate metal pipes and cables. Contact the hire company if you require

such a tool.

7. If any pipe or cable is damaged you may be liable for cost of damage and/or replacement.

8. If a trench is going to be more than 1m deep it should be properly supported with trench props to
prevent it collapsing. Contact the hire company who will be able to supply any additional equipment

required.

9. Never move the excavator adjacent to any trench/area where workers are operating.

10. All open trenches and excavations must be cordoned off and warning signs erected.

11. Take care not to drive forward over a trench; always move back and away from the trench.

12. Use the dozer blade, not the side of the bucket, to fill trenches.

13. Do not force the excavator to do more than it is capable of. This can cause it to become unstable.
14. At night in public places, the work area must be lit. The hire company will be able to supply any

additional equipment required.

15. Always stop on firm level ground away from the work area and other traffic.
16. In freezing conditions, park the excavator on a suitable and stable dry surface to prevent the tracks

becoming frozen.

17. Lower the bucket and dozer blade, stop the machine, apply the parking brake and remove the key

before leaving the excavator unattended.

18. If the equipment does not work properly, do not attempt to repair it. Contact the hire company.
19. Additional safety devices (such as cameras, reversing alarm, lights) must be used if fitted.

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference

Hire Association Europe

2450 Regents Court
The Crescent

Birmingham Business Park

HIRE ASSOCIATION EUROPE Solihull B37 7YE

Telephone:
Fax:

4 (0) 121 380 4600
44 (0) 121 333 4109
mail@hae.org.uk
www.hae.org.uk

paudgiyoid AT1DIHLS S! - Ajjesiuosjoala Jo Ajjenuew — uoponpouidal pasuoyneun Auy

‘me| 8y} 10.dssyul
Ajenieioyine ueo sunoo ayi Ajuo pue me| Jo 8010} ayk
aney sjuawnusu| Aloinjelg pue juswellied Jo sy AluQ
‘[elIa1BW/USWINI0P YyoNns AUE JO SN 8} WO} USSLIe aneY
o} panigaiad Ayjiqel| Jo sso| Aue Joy Ayjiqisuodsai ydeooe
JouUueD YHI/avH ‘Buipes|siwi 1ou pue 81eINooE S| [elialew
Buipoddns pue Juswnoop Siy} Ul USAIB uonewlol Yy}
ey} a1nsus 0} YH3/3vH Ad epew usaq sey Lous A1ang

‘panowal aq osfe Aew Aoy Joje|osi

Kiapeq sy pany a1eyp\ Aoy ey} aAowal 0} Jaquiawiey
‘uomisod Jo

ay} 0} Aey uomubl auy uiny pue Ajny a0y} 8y} 8s0|)
‘umop

1000 0} SSINUILL M3} B 10} JSAO N} 0} BulBua 8y} Moj[e
PuE 81101y} 8y} 80Npay Ajereipawiw suibua Jo Youms
10U Op ‘peo| AABBY Japun usaq Sey JOJeABOXa 8y J|
‘punoif ey uo ape|q J8ZOp PUE J9XINg By} 1oS

z
I

ANIINT FHL INIddOLS

‘uomysod pe)s ay} 0} Aoy ayy

uiny ‘wiem si auibus ayy §i 10 ‘seinjesadwia} wiem u|
*aj0/0 Jesyaid sy} yeade) uay} spuodes

M8} e 10} o Aoy ayy uiny ‘pejs o} sjie} auibus auyy §|
'SPU028S G INOQE JO} JOJoW JaUe)S au}

abebus 0} uonisod Le)s By} 0} UIN} UBY)Y ‘SPUODSS QL
1o} uomisod Jeayaid sy 0} A8y 8y} UIN} ‘LEIS PlOO B 104
“Aas} uomuB sy Lasul pue Bulas a|PPIW S} O} SO
By} anow ‘uoiisod [esnau 0} S|oAU0D dlNeIPAY (e 198
‘aq dej ay) usiseq

“IOJEABOXS BU} JO BAJE 3I0M S} UIUIM S| 8UO OU INSug

€
c
L

JINIHIVIN FHL ONILHVLS

‘walsAs jany ay ui dn pjing
uoNEsUSPUOD JuaAaid [IM SIYL “Liels 8y} Je Jou Aep sy}

1O pua 8y} 1e yuE) [any 8y [|ual 0} sonoeid poob si |

‘a0e|d |00 ‘BJEs B Ul JOUIRjuod

[en} ay) eAes| pue Ajosi0d sdeo [an) e soe|dey
‘Alerelpawiw

woy) abueys ‘saylop uo ids si jeselp Aue J
sIamas 10 sAemiarem ‘surelp uuols Buusjua sjjids Aue
PIOAE 0} UaXE] 89 pINoys ale) "Ajoaliod Jo pasodsip
pue [eusjew jusgiosqe ajeudoidde yum pajjonuod
aq pinoys siyi punoib ayy uo yids si |eny Aue j
"AlINje1e0 Y10[o PaxEeos [9saIp

ay} jo asodsiq aulyoew 8y} yo any yids Aue adipy
“JOJeABOX® BUj} JO J|osInoA

uo [asalp Aue |iids Jou oQ ‘[euuny e asn a|qejree dwnd
[en; & Jou si a8y J| "Buljjanal UsYM [9SaIp UESIO SN
juey [9salp ay) ol Builjey uip

Juanaid 0} )1 punole ease ay} pue deo Jajjly sy} ues|)
“UMOp |000 ¥ 18| pue aulbua sy} doig

K

‘BaJE }IOM B} WOl Aeme

aoe|d ajes B 0] JOJeABOXS IUI B} 8ALP ‘Bjaissod J °Z
(Buiden 6a)

uoniuBl Jo S30IN0S JAYJ0 JO o)) paxeu ‘Buows oN L

INITIINA3Y

“Auedwod a1y 8y} 108102 ‘aulBus ay) Lejsal o) Jdwane
L1ON 0OQ “8A0 Buiob auiyoew ay) Jo JuaAe 8y} Uf :JLON

‘Alerelpawiw Jainsul 1o Auedwod aliy 8y} yum
3080 4eA00 soueInsul ay) BuipseBai 1gnop Aue uiy g
‘uonoajoud Aue anib [im sarolod
8ouBINSUI [ewwiou Tey Ajaiun st )i ‘Juspiooe Aemybiy
B Ul panjoAul i 1o Aped paiyy e o} Buibuojeq Auadoid
0] pasneo si afewep Ji 1ey) aleme aq ‘Uolppe U
‘abueyo enxe
Ue Je J9A0D S0UBINSUI JAJO [IM Saluedwod iy swos g
‘wsifepuea
10 Yoy} Jsurebe painoss aq sAemle jsnw sulyoeW 8y 7
"a0uBINSUl
Aq st siy} anaiyoe 0} Aem 1saq 8y “WSI[epuUBA Se yons
abewep a|geuosealun Jo ssoj jsulebe payiuwapul aq
1snw Auedwod ey 8y "suiyoew sy} jo Apojsno ajes
au) Joj s|qisuodsal aie NoA ‘aily Jo Swis} 8y} Jepun L

JINVENSNI

(%) wwo} Ajerewixoidde Aq Auo asiey
"Riligels pre 0} 193ong Bulydp 10 18xoNq Isepim ey}
aSN 9|qe|IEAB SJ8UA "PUNOIB [9AS] WL UO SUOP SI SIY)
INSUS N0 JO Ul Jay)ia SHOBJ} 8A0W 0} dn aulyoew sy}
Buisres uaypn ‘suonoLysal yipim ybnouyy ob oy pasinbas
alaym 1oen81 AuQ ‘s|qissod aieym uonisod isapim
aU) Ul SyORJ} B|QBIOIIA) UIM 8S[| 'SOOUBLILIOD 3I0M
Juonesado alojeq papuedxa aq 0} paubisep aie syoes)
Uy} pue (ssoueljua moureu/skemioop “6°8) Ajuo sseooe
pajouisal Jo} sl ainjes) siy] ‘(ebeleosspun Bunoenal)
syoes} Buipuedxa yum s|qejieAe a1e SaUIYOBW SWOS “pf
'POpPaaXa a4 Jou Isnw
aulyoew ay} uo pajels Buipeo| Jyblem wnwixew ayy ‘gL
*(syuaipesB) punoib
usAsUN UO BUBLOM UBYM BuIyOBW By} UO pajels
Ayoedeo adojs ay) paaoxa O} 10U e} 8¢ 1SNW aIe) ‘2|
‘pasional aq o} Jeadde |im S|0U0O [aABI} BU) JO 10819
a3 ,081 Palelo] ged a8y} yum Buinow usym Jaquiswiay [

© 00

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment
to carry out a specific risk assessment.

It is important to read all of this leaflet
BEFORE you use the Mini Excavator

. Plan work and think ahead to ensure work will always be carried out

safely.

2. Diesel fuel is flammable. Take care not to cause a fire or explosion.

3. The mini excavator is designed for digging trenches and larger
excavations. It is also used for loading earth-moving vehicles.

4. The action of the mini excavator can cause injury or damage if the
equipment is not used in a careful and controlled way.

5. Do not drive the excavator unless you have previous experience or have had a course of instruction
from a responsible body. Drivers of this vehicle should have at least a current site safety awareness

certificate.

6. Recognised training is available via CPCS (Construction Plant Competence Scheme) and/or NPORS/
CSCS (National Plant Operators Registration Scheme) or equivalent.

7. Do not attempt to load or unload the machine from a truck or trailer unless fully experienced in doing

SO.

8. The following items of personal protective equipment are the minimum required: ear defenders or
plugs giving protection at the ear of levels up to 93dB(A); safety helmet; safety boots; high visibility

vest or similar reflective garment.

9. The excavator must not be used by a young person or by anyone under the influence of drugs or

alcohol.

10.The excavator is designed for operation by an able-bodied adult. Anyone with either a temporary or
permanent disability must seek expert advice before using the machine.

Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived
to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments
have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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