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construction health risks go to
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Safety Guidance

mited. Licence expires on 31/0

Garden Vacuum/Blower

This safety instruction leaflet gives guidance on hand held machines only; most of these
will incorporate a harness. Some machines will only operate as a garden vacuum, some
are only garden blowers, but most machines can be used as a vacuum or blower.
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Redistributed under licence from HAE by Banner Plat

Using the Garden Vacuum/Blower

Protective equipment must be worn including goggles, dust mask, ear defenders and gloves.

Check that there is no waste material in the machine before the engine is started.
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Never out hands over the vacuum nozzle or the blower outlet while the machine is in operation.

Never point the machine at anyone, not even at a distance.

If it is necessary to clear a blockage, make an adjustment, or empty the collection bag, the machine

must be stopped and the engine and impeller fan allowed to come to a complete stop. For extra safety
remove the spark plug lead, this will prevent the engine starting up unexpectedly.

6. If any parts or tubes need to be removed to clear the blockage, note/remember how and where they

fit.

7. All the tubes and parts must be replaced before reconnecting the spark plug lead and starting the

engine.

8.  The engine must be stopped if anyone approaches whilst the operator is working.

9. The engine must be stopped before leaving the machine unattended

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference
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It is important to read all of this leaflet
BEFORE using the Garden Vacuum/Blower

1. Petrol is highly flammable. Take care not to cause a fire or explosion.
2. This equipment is designed to blow leaves and other debris from
gardens, paths and lawns into corners and other suitable areas, ready
to be loaded into bags or containers for disposal, and to vacuum up
outdoor areas that are lightly covered with garden debris into the

collection bag ready for disposal.

3. Inuse, this equipment can cause injury or damage if the machine is not

used carefully and properly;

(@) Do not point at, or touch, anyone with the suction nozzle or

blower outlet;

(b) Removing the vacuum bag on some units may expose the fan/impeller; wait until the

engine stops completely;

(c) Parts of this equipment get very hot; the operator must take care not to burn

themselves or others.

»

If the machine is designed to be used with a harness, the harness must be used.

5. The operator must practice using the controls and operating the equipment before using it, if they have
not used it before. This must be done in a safe place until the operator is confident that they can

operate it safely.

6. The job must be planned to try to forsee any problems that may occur so that they can be safely

dealt with.

7. The following is a list of the minimum of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) that must be worn:
« Ear muffs or plugs giving protection for levels up to 90dB (A);
« Impact resistant goggles: EN166 B or BS2092 grade 1;

* Gloves
Strong shoes

Overalls or long sleeves and full trousers;

* A dust mask may also be required - providing a minimum of EN149:2001 FFP3 protection;
8. This machine must not be operated by minors, or by anyone under the influence of drugs or alcohol.is
designed for use by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either a temp

9. This garden blower is designed for operation by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either temporary
or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.
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Hire Association Europe

Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments

have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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