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Using the Power Float

1. Protective equipment including ear defenders, dust mask, goggles and safety boots must
be worn at all times.

2. When starting the engine the float blade will not rotate until the clutch lever is pulled in on the
right side of the handlebars. The blade will stop as soon as this lever is released.

3. The throttle lever is on the left side of the handlebars. To get best results when trowelling,
set the engine speed as fast as possible.

4. The blade adjustment wheel is in the centre of the handlebars; use this to adjust the angle
of the blades.

5. With the engine running and the blades turning the power float can be moved easily, push
down on the handle to move right and lift up on the handle to move left.

6. Do not leave the power float in one position too long with the blades rotating or an uneven
surface will be created.

7. Stop the engine if leaving the machine unattended.

8. The power float must be cleaned, especially the blades, as soon as work is finished before
the concrete goes hard.

9. Always store the power float in its upright position.

10. If the equipment does not work properly do not attempt to repair it. Contact the hire company.

You may want to read this leaflet again. Please keep it safely until you finish work.
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GE TTING GOOD RESULTS

1.
2.

Set the engine speed as fast as possible.
Don’t trowel too much. Excessive trowelling brings fine material to the surface. This makes the
concrete too firm and prone to cracking or dusting.

FLOAT TROWELLING
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Float trowelling uses a float blade to produce a smooth finish which, if needed, can be fine
trowelled afterwards.

Start float trowelling when concrete is hard enough for an average man to walk on it and leave
only a shallow footprint (up to 3mm or 1/8” deep)

Before starting, fill in any minor holes with fresh concrete.

If suction mats have been used on the concrete, start float trowelling as soon as they are
removed.

The machine should be moved in wide sweeping movements so that it doesn’t stay too
long on the same area of concrete, causing holes.

INE TROWELLING

Fine trowelling uses a finish blade to produce a fine surface.

To check that concrete is ready for fine trowelling, press the palm of your hand against the
surface. If concrete sticks to your hand, it's too soon to start work.

As arule, two passes of the machine are needed for fine trowelling. The angle of the blades
can be adjusted on the machine.

On the first pass, set the blade at a slight angle to avoid putting the surface of the concrete
under too much pressure.

The second pass should be left for as long as possible, but before the concrete has set too

Safety Guidance
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Power Float

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment
to carry out a specific risk assessment

It is important to read all of this leaflet
BEFORE you use the Power Float

Plan your work and think ahead to make sure you will always
be working safely..
If you have not used this type of power float before, familiarise
yourself with how the machine works before you start on the
main task.
Petrol is highly flammable. Take care not to cause a fire or
explosion.
Cement mixes are harmful to eyes, lungs and skin. Take precautions to prevent contact with
cement mix.
This power float is designed to machine-trowel large areas of fresh concrete surface to a
smooth finish. It is not designed for any other purpose.
The action of this power float can cause injury or damage if the machine is not used in a
careful and controlled way.
You must have at least the following items of personal protective equipment: goggles:; dust
mask- a minimum of FFP3 protection; ear muffs or plugs giving protection for levels up to
87dB(A); Safety boots; industrial gloves.
A personal first-aid kit should be available.

This machine must not be used by young persons, or by anyone under the influence of drugs
or alcohol.

10. This power float is designed for operation by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either a

temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.

11. Power floats are heavy machines, get help if you have to unload it from your vehicle. Do not

hard.

lift beyond your own capabilities.
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Hire Association Europe

2450 Regents Court
The Crescent

Birmingham Business Park

HIRE ASSOCIATION EUROPE Solihull B37 7YE

Telephone: 44 (0) 121 380 4600
Fax: 44 (0) 121 333 4109
Email: mail@hae.org.uk
website: www.hae.org.uk
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Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived

to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments

have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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